
Super Mario Run

Super Mario Run, the iconic plumber's leap into the mobile gaming world, brought the classic

Nintendo experience into the pockets of millions. Representing one of the most significant

franchise transitions, Super Mario Run was more than just a game; it was a statement by Nintendo

about blending tradition with modern mobile gaming trends.

At first glance, Super Mario Run retains the charm of its predecessors. The graphics are vibrant

and lively, keeping in sync with the visual richness that the Super Mario series is celebrated for.

The worlds are colorful, and the level designs, while reminiscent of the classic Mario games, are

tweaked to suit touchscreen controls.

The gameplay is perhaps where Super Mario Run stands apart from its console counterparts.

Instead of the traditional control scheme where players command Mario's every move, Super

Mario Run simplifies the mechanic. Mario runs automatically, and players tap the screen to make

him jump. This auto-running feature aligns with the design philosophy of many mobile games –

making it easy to play with one hand.

Diving deeper into the gameplay, it's clear that while the controls are simplified, the challenges and

intricacies are not. Timing is everything. Precision jumps, wall kicks, and mid-air spins become

crucial, especially when trying to collect all the special coins scattered cunningly across levels.

These coins add a replayability factor, enticing players to revisit levels and master them.

The game introduces a new mode, "Toad Rally," where players can compete against the 'ghosts' of

friends or players worldwide. It’s not just about finishing first but also about style. The more stylish

your run (think flips, close calls, and coin collections), the more Toads cheer you on, leading to

higher scores. Accumulating Toads helps grow your personal Mushroom Kingdom in another

game mode, offering a blend of gameplay and creativity.

However, while Super Mario Run took significant strides in the right direction, it wasn't without its

share of criticisms. The game operates online, which means players need a constant internet

connection. For a mobile game, especially one that you'd love to play on-the-go, this seemed like

an unusual choice by Nintendo.

Furthermore, while the game can be downloaded for free, unlocking the entire game requires a

one-time payment. Some players felt that the game's price was a bit steep for the content

provided, especially when compared to other mobile games. Diving into a more systematic

breakdown:

**Advantages:**

- **Authentic Mario Experience:** Super Mario Run captures the essence of the Super Mario world,

from its graphics to its sound design.



- **One-Handed Play:** The auto-running mechanic and simple touch controls make it easy to play,

especially on-the-move.

- **Replayability:** The addition of special coins in each level adds a challenge and encourages

players to master each stage.

- **Competitive Mode:** "Toad Rally" offers a fresh competitive angle, allowing players to race

against friends or global opponents.

**Disadvantages:**

- **Always Online:** The requirement for a constant internet connection can be restrictive for on-

the-go gaming.

- **Price Point:** While the game offers a few levels for free, unlocking the entire game might feel

pricey for some, given the content depth.

**Key Features:**

- **Auto-running Mechanic:** Unlike traditional Mario games, Mario runs automatically, with

players controlling jumps.

- **Toad Rally:** A competitive mode where players race against 'ghost' runs of friends or global

competitors.

- **Build Your Kingdom:** Using coins and Toads, players can customize and expand their

Mushroom Kingdom.

- **Varied Levels:** Each world introduces new challenges and mechanics, ensuring gameplay

remains fresh.

In conclusion, Super Mario Run is a commendable effort by Nintendo to port their iconic character

into the mobile domain. While purists might yearn for the traditional control scheme, the game

does a stellar job of merging the classic Mario charm with mobile gaming's nuances. However, its

always-online requirement and pricing model might not sit well with everyone. All in all, Super

Mario Run is a treat for fans and a decent introduction for newcomers to the vibrant world of

Mario. With a dash of nostalgia and a sprinkle of innovation, it's a game that, while not without its

flaws, carries the legacy of its namesake forward.


